BUCKINGHAM
After reading his royal birth in the King's hand, the Captain withdrew for a moment, to reappear, after a third song by a female gipsy, and pursue his fortune. In an elegant address he alluded to James's well-meant endeavours to preserve the peace of the Continent, telling the King that, by his art, he was able:
To see the ways of truth you take To balance business and to make All Christian differences cease. Or until the quarrel and the cause .    You can compose, to give them laws As arbiter of war and peace. For this, of all the world you shall Be styled James the Just.
These verses must have sounded sweet in the ears of him who loved to cast himself in the role of Solomon! More praise was yet to follow, and in extravagant language the Captain proceeded to praise the King's remarkable generosity to himself and his house:
Myself a Gipsy here do shine Yet are you maker, Sir, of mine. Oh that confession could content So high a bounty that doth know No part of motion but to flow, And giving never to repent.
The second gipsy now proceeded to tell the Prince's fortune, though happily for poor Charles he could not really read the future! Afterwards, much to the delight of the court, the other gipsies made appropriate and often witty comments on the fortunes of Buckingham's wife, mother and others of the family1 who were present.
1 They were the Countess of Rutland, the Countess of Exeter, Lady Purbeck, and Lady Elizabeth Hatton,